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The Ultimate Thrill Ride!

a) Wind up the spring car by dragging it backwards on a table top. You will
hear a “ratcheting” noise during the winding process. Be sure to put your
fingers on the back wheels at the end of each winding stroke to prevent the
spring from unwinding.

b) Once the spring is wound, place the car on the flat track and then release.
The car should enter and complete the vertical loop.

¢) Repeat part (b), but this time separate the track at the top of the loop by
removing the connector before launching the car. Initially form only a small
gap between sections before releasing the car.

Did the car move across the gap and land on the track? Why does this
happen?

c) Increase the width of the gap in small steps until the car no longer
completes the circle.




