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Tug-of-War!
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With your lab partner, hold two
bathroom scales back to back. Now
push on the scales and observe both
readings.

Questions:

i) How do the readings compare?

ii) Can you and your partner push in
a way that will produce a higher
reading on one scale than the other?
iii) Summarize your findings from
the “Tug-of-War” and the “Big
Push”

Using two spring scales, have a tame
“tug of war” with your partner.
Observe the readings on the two scales
during the tug of war (don’t pull too
hard!).

Questions:

i) Describe the readings on the scales.
ii) Can you and your partner pull in a
way that will produce a higher reading
on one scale than the other?

iii) Can you and your partner pull in a
way that will produce a reading of zero
on one scale but not on the other?
Explain your answer.

The Big Push...





