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Colliding Spheres
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a) Place a piece of paper between the two spheres. Now smash them
together. After the spheres collide, smell the area on the paper where they
came into contact. What do you detect? What do you suppose caused this
odor?

b) Did the paper get hot? Where did the energy come from that was
responsible for the heating? As best you can, describe the energy
transformation that took place as a result of the collision.

b) Examine the point of contact. Do you observe any signs of scorching
on the paper? In theory, what could you do to cause combustion?




